JASPER COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

The April 4, 2019 Board of Directors meeting was called to order by Chairman, AC Pickens at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The meeting was held at the USDA Office in Newton.

Directors Present:  
AC Pickens, Matt Burgener, Randy Chapman, Ross Green, Shelah Bergbower, Jeff Ochs
Staff Present:     
Brad Tarr, Lisa Holland
NRCS Staff Present:
Laura Klingler
Randy made a motion to amend the agenda to move the scholarship recognition after the minutes. Matt seconded the motion, motion carried.
Matt made a motion to accept the agenda and March meeting minutes. Ross seconded the motion, motion carried.

Amber Quast and Nathan Meinhart was present to receive their college scholarships.

Ross made a motion to approve the bills and receipts from March. Shelah seconded the motion, motion carried.   
The directors reviewed Lisa Holland’s and Brad’s timesheets for March and travel reimbursements. 
REPORTS:

The board read through Brad’s, Lisa’s and Laura’s reports. 
OLD BUSINESS:
Brad informed the board that we are completely enrolled in the STAR program.
The board reviewed the SWCD Questionaire and made a few additional changes.
The tree sale pickup is April 4th & 5th The tree sale profit or loss report will be presented when we receive the invoice for the trees.
The board voted on the poster contest.  We had 178 entries this year. The board selected the following winners.

1st place: Karly Deckard
2nd place: Sadie Stanley
3rd place: Landon Kirts
Top Ten Honorable Mentions:

Lexie Deitz – 6th grade Newton Elem
Kaitlyn McClure – 5th grade Newton Elem
Charlotte Schackmann – 6th grade Newton Elem
Makayla McVicar  – 6th grade St Thomas
Wade Wickham – 6th grade Newton Elem
Marli Michl – 6th grade St Thomas
Brady Bergbower - 5th grade Newton Elem
Maekenna Ochs – 6th grade St Thomas
Audrey Elliott – 5th grade Newton Elem
Peyton Willenborg – 5th grade St Thomas
NEW BUSINESS:

The board was informed Fish Sales deadline for grass carp orders is April 15th, all other fish orders deadline is April 23rd. Fish pickup date is May 1st.
The board was informed that Arbor Day is April 26th.  The tree that will be given to the grade schoolers is a Black Walnut.
Brad talked about raising fund to update the Embarras Watershed Plan.  It was suggested that we should talk to EJ Water, County Board and the City of Newton about committing funds. Matt made a motion to commit $2,000 to fund the plan. Randy seconded the motion, motion carried.

The board reviewed and signed the Ethics and Gift Ban Policy.
New funding sources/projects:         
OTHER BUSINESS:  
Matt made a motion to adjourn at 8:49 p.m. Ross seconded the motion, motion carried.

The next meeting is scheduled for May 2nd at 7 p.m.

Signed 
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